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4 For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the same function,5 so we, who are 
many, are  one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. Romans 12:4-5  

Dear Northwest Intermountain Synod,  

Blessings on your annual meeting, a time to celebrate, deliberate, elect leaders, consider how your 
budget (or  mission spending plan) reflects who you are and who you are becoming. I pray that meetings across 
our synod will be  steeped in prayer and compassion as well as gratitude for the opportunity to be the body of 
Christ in your particular  contexts.  

The English word synod combines two Greek words that literally mean “a way together.” In and through 
synods,  congregations and other ministries “walk together.” I want to share here some of the ways we walked 
together in 2025.   

This past summer, we leveraged your Mission Support dollars by applying for and receiving a $20,000 CaSTLE  
Grant from Wartburg Seminary (The Country and Small Town Lived Ecclesiology Project) for rural ecumenical 
experiments.  Three one-day events were held at Immanuel Lutheran, Moses Lake (Oct. 25), Our Savior Lutheran, 
Clarkston, WA (Nov.  1), and First United Methodist, Pocatello (Nov. 15). The grant funded our two professional 
facilitators and paid for lunch  at each event. Geographic cohorts created at these in-person events will receive team 
coaching, funded by the grant.  Dec. 1-3, Bishop Meggan, Pastor Phil, Pastor Liv, and bishops/leaders from the 
Episcopal Church, United Methodist  Church, United Church of Christ, and Presbyterian Church USA gathered for 
mutual learning at St. Gertrude’s Monastery  near Cottonwood, ID (another gathering funded by the grant). We 
applied for a second grant of $20,000 in November,  and Wartburg said, “We’d like to give you the grant and another 
$10,000. How would you use it?” They liked our  response. Look for the press release in our e-newsletter and website 
for how we will use our next grant. Look for three  more United at the Font events!  

Meanwhile, the call process continued for many ministry sites and the year included a number of 
installations in  our synod. We currently have eight ministry candidates active in the candidacy process (the path for 
becoming an  ordained pastor or deacon). I think next January, our number could be much higher thanks to all of you 
who are raising up  future pastors and deacons. Speaking of leaders, nearly 15 lay people attended our fall Preach, 
Pray, Preside, and Polity  lay leader retreat at the Grunewald Guild and plans are in the works for a similar retreat in 
Jerome, Idaho in May 2026.  We enjoyed a wonderful visit this fall from Pastors Ezekiel and Wilson from the Ulanga 
Kilombero Diocese, our companion  synod in Tanzania. Plans are underway for a trip to the UKD in the summer of 
2026. Our established campus ministries  continue to share God’s abundant grace in Moscow, Pullman, Cheney and 
Spokane. Through congregational visits, deans’ meetings, First Call Theological Education (for those in their first three 
years of ordained ministry), Bishop’s Fall  Convocation, and the synod electronic newsletter, we continue to stay 
connected as a synod.   

We do this ministry as a synod staff, synod council, and various committees and teams so that our ministry 
sites,  that’s YOU, can continue to be Wellsprings of God’s love, sharing the love, freedom, and mercy we know 
through Jesus  Christ. As I say often, the world needs that message more than ever in this moment. Thank you for 
proclaiming the gospel  through your words and actions in your particular context. Blessings again on your annual 
meetings.  

Peace,  

 
Bishop Meggan H. Manlove  

509.838.9871 • nwimsynod.org • 245 E. 13th Ave., Suite A • Spokane, WA 99202  
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ALC Annual Meeting 
January 25, 2026 

 
AGENDA 

 
Call to Order:  Annie Frederick 
Opening Prayer:  Pastor Bob 
 
Review and approve minutes of 2025 Annual Meeting 
 
Reports:​ President​ ​ ​ ​ Annie Frederick 
​ ​ Pastor​​ ​ ​ ​ Pastor Bob Albing 
​ ​ Treasurer​ ​ ​ ​ Kristi Bell 
​ ​ Financial Secretary​ ​ ​ Lauretta Heaney (Administrative Assistant) 

Education​ ​ ​ ​ Kelli Youk 
Monica Jones ​ ​ ​ ​
Terry Zakar 

​ ​ Evangelism​ ​ ​ ​ Val Samson, 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Sandy Loskill 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Sue Scobby 
​ ​ Missions and Social Concerns​ Debbie Buckley  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Mary Bug Smith 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Bob Kowal 
​ ​ Property and Maintenance​​ Toby Johnson 

Jason Jones 
Dennis Alliger 

​ ​ Stewardship​ ​ ​ ​ Ken Brown 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ David Grice 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Sophie Hinchliff 
​ ​ Worship and Music​ ​ ​ Nancy Sauer 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Millie Brumbaugh 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Hedy Mitchell 
​ ​ Anna Circle​ ​ ​ ​ Joy Peralta 
 
New Business: 
​ Approval of 2026 Budget 
​ Approval of 2026 Nominations 

Update on call committee  
 
 
Closing: ​ Lord’s Prayer 
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American Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes​  

Respectfully submitted by Council Secretary, Pam Thompson 
DATE: January 26, 2025 

 

Meeting called to order at  10:55 by President Annie Frederick. 

Opening Prayer from Pastor Bob Albing. 

 

ATTENDEES: 
Approximately 50 people were in attendance. 

 

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: ​  

Minutes of the last annual meeting, held on January 28, 2024, were reviewed. ​
Motion to approve the minutes as written was made by Gary Heckathorn and seconded by Pat 
Buckley.  
Motion carried and minutes were approved.  
 
Reports: 
Presidents Report (Annie Frederick)  
Annie thanked everyone for what they have done for the church. No questions from the 
congregation.  
 
Pastor Report: (Pastor Bob Albing) 
Pastor Bob encouraged everyone to read the Pastor's Report and thanked everyone for making his 
time as Interim Pastor enjoyable.  
 
Treasurer Report: (Kristi Bell )  

Kristi thanked everyone for what church does for the community. Church did not reach 2024 goal for 

donations and offerings.  Kristi will be communicating through church bulletin the monthly goals and 

the progress made at each point.  Kristi mentioned the various ways for congregants to make offerings 

including offering basket, mail, and website. She is looking into having a church VENMO account as 

well. She thanked everyone who makes the treasurer report possible including Lauretta Heaney 

financial secretary; Sandy Duley, bookkeeper; and Ken Brown and all on stewardship committee.  

 

Financial Secretary ( Lauretta Heaney) 

Annie thanked Lauretta for everything she does as financial secretary. Lauretta said budget report 

was incorrect  as this is the information from previous year.  

 

Education (Shannon Radke, Monica Jones, Terry Zakar)  
No one was present from the committee. Annie gave an overview of the committee responsibilities 
and thanked them for their dedication.   
 
Evangelism: (Val Samson, Sandy Loskill, Carleen Bliesner-Bowen)  

No one from committee was present.  Annie explained  responsibilities of the committee and 

thanked committee members.  
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Missions & Social Concerns: (Mary Bug Smith, Jeff Bell,  Bob Kowal)​ ​ ​  
 Jeff Bell thanked the committee members. Because of generosity of congregation, Second 

Harvest was such a success that the location has been moved to Newport Rodeo Grounds for 

more space. Jeff was happy to report that $11,000 was given out to local non-profits. 

 

Property and Maintenance: (Toby Johnson Jason Jones Dennis Alliger)  
Jason introduced himself and other members of the committee. Furnaces were a major 

project for 2024 but maintenance has been pretty low key since then. Jason especially 

thanked Dennis for his dedication and hard work on the committee.  

 

Stewardship: (Ken Brown, David Grice, Sophie Hinchliff) .  
Ken explained that the budget as printed is correct but the stewardship report is incorrect. 
Congregation was thanked  for approximately $195,000 in faithful giving. Total amount in giving 
was about 5 percent below 2024 goal. There were furnace issues but also many donations to offset 
the cost. Ken mentioned that the church contributes to the community giving peace, food, shelter 
and light.  This year's budget is basically the same with a 1.8 percent increase due to pay rates, 
utilities and insurance. With about $1,000 more a month in offerings, church will be able to meet 
goal.   
 
Worship & Music: (Nancy Sauer, Millie Brumbaugh, Hedy Mitchell)  

 Hedy expressed thankfulness for congregation's help in duties.  

 

Anna Circle (Joy Peralta, Lieesa Thorton,  Sandy Ellersick, Trish Akre)  

Hedy explained that Anna Circle is a portion of the quilters group and includes Bible study 

and a short meeting. Besides local quilts that were distributed locally, 59 quilts were sent to 

World Relief. New participants are always welcome.  

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 Budget 2025:  

 Ken Brown summarized the 2025 budget. He discussed how donations for church have been 

flat recently but hopeful for an increase to meet budget goals. Only minor changes were made 

for the 2025 budget. A question from a parishioner on why there was a deficit in 2024. 

Reasons included furnace repair, insurance increase and a drop in giving. number. Marva 

Heckathorn made a motion to accept the 2025 budget and Gary Heckathorn seconded the 

motion.  

Motion was approved.  

 

Nominating committee: (Katie Kersting, Jason Jones, Amber Reynolds)  

Katie thanked everyone on the committee. Changes in the stepping down and nomination of 

new members in various committees are as follows:   Jeff Bell is stepping down from Missions 

Committee and Debbie Buckley is nominated to join.  Sophie Hinchcliff is stepping down from 

Stewardhip and Pat Buckley is nominated to join. Shannon Radke is stepping  
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down from Education and Kelli Youk is nominated to join.   

Gary  Heckthron made motion to accept the nominations and Ken Brown seconded the 

motion. Motion was carried. Annie thanked Pam Thompson for being secretary.  

  

Call committee:  
Members for the Call Committee were invited to come forward. It was mentioned that 

prayers were gratefully appreciated for the work that they do. There is a new candidate for 

Pastor and committee will meet after the annual meeting concludes. A question from the 

congregation on what is the Call Committee. The committee was formed to search and to find 

a new pastor for the church.   

 

New business: 
Hedy wanted to  publicly acknowledge gratefulness for  Nancy Sauer serving as music 

director for 44 years.  A vote of confidence was given by all to Pastor Bob Albing as serving as 

interim pastor for the church and also to Mary Morrow for her pleasant participation.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:20.  ​ ​  

 

Call Committee 

 
Our Call Committee continues to work in harmony with the guidance of the Holy Spirit to 
call a permanent Pastor to serve ALC.   We are so appreciative of our congregations’ 
prayerful support and patience as we wait for God to present us with the best match.  We 
continue to appreciate Pastor Bob and his wife Mary as they guide our entire 
congregation through growth and transition and prepare us to welcome a new Pastor.  

We had the blessing this past summer of having a supply pastor with lots of experience in 
the calling of new pastors to review our original Ministry Site Profile and offer some 
suggestions.  We updated some of our descriptions to better reflect and show who we are 
as we move through our transition.  Our Call Committee was decreased by one member 
as David Grice and his family relocated out of state.  We discussed with Pastor Phil 
Misner and with Pastor Bob and decided to continue with our cohesive group of six 
committee members.  

In 2025 we were presented with seven more candidates.  We interviewed via zoom with 
five thus far and we have two more candidates to meet with in January and February of 
2026.   Of the five we met with we felt as a committee that two were not the right fit for our 
congregation and the other three candidates were called to serve another congregation 
and withdrew their application prior to a second Zoom meeting.  We remain patient and 
know that God has someone in mind for us.   

We continue to ask for your prayers as we allow the Holy Spirit to lead us to the right 
Pastor for this amazing congregation.  We will continue to keep you updated.    



Annie, Larry, Kristy, Jason, Pat and Sandee  

 
5 

Congregational Activity for 2025 
 
 
 

New Members: 
​ None  

(this will be a priority for 2026) 

 

​  
Deaths: 
           Cliff Matson 

           Jean Oxrieder 

Baptisms 
          Josh Turner 

            Betty Rail 

          
 

Funerals 
​ Arnie Anderson 

  
Marriages 
​ Kaileen Kersting & Wes VanSholtz 

             
Confirmations 
​ None 

 

Worship Attendance 
In-person average: 

Lent - 40 

Regular Sundays - 70  

Easter/Christmas - 131 

 

Online average (on Sunday) - 80 

Online views - 200 
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President’s Report  
 
As I write my last President’s Report I can only feel gratitude for having been blessed 

with serving our congregation for the past years. It has been a true privilege to lead 

such a loving, talented, generous group of people. 

We as a congregation hold tight to who we are, knowing that simply we are children of 

God and our gift is love and laughter and the ability to welcome all. We know who we 

are, yet we are not afraid to grow, to change, to adapt. Truly a leader’s dream. When 

an issue arises, loving hands come together and solve the issue. It has been a joy. 

As always, the thanks go to you, the members of the congregation and to the amazing 

council members and their committees. We are such a healthy church community. 

I know the next leaders will keep us moving and growing. The Call Committee will 

continue to pray and seek our permanent pastor but truly this congregation makes that 

work easy as we are a fun group and who wouldn’t want to be a part of that? 

Thank you again for the honor of having served ALC. 

Annie Frederick 

 

 
 
 

Education Committee 
 
Members: Monica Jones, Kelli Youk, Terry Zakar 
 
In 2025 there was not much needed from the education committee. As a church there are not 
many younger children right now.  
Lutherhaven Day camp was unable to come be part of our church this summer as they were 
lacking staff. We are working in the new year on creating scholarship criteria for camperships to 
help reduce the cost to send children in our congregation to Lutherhaven for summer camp.  
We are very thankful to Terry for her continued Sunday school time that she has provided for the 
few younger children we have had over the last few years. 
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Interim Pastor’s Report 

Awe: This congregation is impressive! You all know this. But I just want to remind 
you because after a while you may take it for granted. Your generosity and 
resilience are exemplary. Your compassion and joy are contagious. Your patience 
and commitment are inspiring. Your work in the community and for those-in-need 
on the other side of the globe is impressive. 
Gratitude: I am grateful for the work we have done together this past year. I am 
grateful for how you have expressed your appreciation for my interim ministry and 
the way you have included my wife, Mary. I am grateful for the sabbatical you 
allowed me to take this past summer, and for the synod Share Fund grant that paid 
for related expenses. I am grateful for the leadership here and for all those who 
work “behind the scenes” to make the building, grounds better and make worship 
happen. I am grateful for the staff who quietly and competently do their jobs for 
the good of all. I am grateful for the church council and for the leadership they 
have shown for the last 2 years; for the committees that keep up the good work. 
Challenge: In the coming year, I invite you to invite. There are many in your 
neighborhood, at your workplace, in your own families who have not heard the 
good news. Invite one person to attend a worship service or a Bible study or a 
service event. Just one. And while you’re at it, if you are not reading your Bible 
with other people, you are missing out on a unique blessing. I challenge you to join 
a study group for one month. Just one. 
Hope: You must be hoping, as I am, that this will be the last year of waiting for a 
new pastor. Surely God has a plan for American Lutheran. Maybe all these months 
in limbo were necessary for the grief process to do its work. Saying goodbye to 
loving and long-serving pastors does not happen quickly or easily. It takes time. 
My prayer is that American Lutheran will continue to be a welcoming, loving, 
compassionate, faithful church that God can use to save others and bring the 
Newport/Oldtown area closer to the Kingdom of God. 
Your interim pastor Bob 
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FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT  
 
The committee members are Val Samson, Sandy Loskill and Sue Scobby. 

In order to clarify the role of the committee, the name was changed from Evangelism Committee 
to Fellowship Committee. The change was approved by the Church Council. 

2025 started with the undecorating party, packing away the Christmas decorations after celebrating 
Jesus’ birth and Epiphany. 

The Year End Congregational Meeting at the end of January was followed by a potluck. 

During the year, the Fellowship Committee held several Name Tag Sundays. Name tags were 
reprinted and new lanyards and strap clips were set up thanks to Lauretta Heaney and Sandy 
Loskill. 

WWW has worked on a renaming, and the sense is that it’s now Women with Wonderful Wisdom. 
These gatherings continued monthly throughout the year and were well attended. 

With much help from congregation members, Soup Suppers were held during Lent. 

In June, a Church and Picnic in the Park event was scheduled but subsequently had to be moved 
indoors due to inclement weather. Despite the change in venue, it was a joyous occasion. 

Our college and military youth were sent Halloween greetings from the congregation. 

Oktoberfest was held with brats, hot dogs, buns and condiments provided through a Thrivent grant. 
Congregation members supplied salads and desserts. 

Throughout the Fall, socks, gloves and hats were donated and then distributed to Newport, Priest 
River and Cusick food banks as well as to the Pend Orielle River School, Youth Emergency 
Services and the Hospitality House. Another Thrivent grant was used to amass a large number of 
socks. 

In December, the Church was decorated for the Christmas season. The Smith family provided an 
outstanding tree, which was beautifully decorated. 

Our home bound members were kept connected through visits, calls and cards. Thanks to Faith 
Hughes for organizing a caroling party complete with cookie trays for the people visited. 

We are grateful for all the help volunteered throughout the year, especially since our committee 
seemed plagued with health problems. Hopefully we are all healed and ready for fellowship 
opportunities in 2026. Thanks to all. God bless and keep smiling! 
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Mission Committee Report 

 
The Mission Committee would like to thank all ALC volunteers that made 2025 such a success.  

Especially providing the workforce for our five 2nd Harvest events.  Also thanks to our ALC 

member sponsors.  Each successive event served more families and food. 

In total we served 1683 families and 72029 meals.  We had 176 volunteers and 547 volunteer 

hours for the 5 events.  Any left-over was donated to the Newport Food Bank.  Our new location 

at the Newport Rodeo Grounds worked out well to accommodate the growing numbers of cars.  

We appreciate working with the City of Newport on this change. 

Our 2026 2nd Harvest Mobile Market dates are: Thursday, March 19th, Thursday, May 7th, and 

tentative dates Thursday, June 11th, Thursday, September 10th, and Thursday, November 12th. 

Please let us know if you have an interest in being a 2026 sponsor. 

Thanks to those who are donating food at the Church.  Those donations are going to Newport 

Food Bank, Cusick Food Bank and Priest River Food Bank. 

We distributed $7000 to Second Harvest and a total of $5400 to eight non-profit organizations 

throughout Pend Oreille, Spokane, and Bonner Counties.  These organizations include: Family 

Crisis Network, Rural Resources, Hospice of Spokane, Priest River Food Bank, Orchard Ridge, 

Lutheran Community Services, Cusick Food Bank and Newport Food Bank. 

 

Mission Committee Members Debbie Buckley, Mary Bug Smith and Bob Kowl thank you for all 

your support in 2025. 

 

Blessings to all. 
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Property and Maintenance Report​ ​ ​  

Members: Jason Jones, Toby Johnson & Dennis Alliger  
 

●​ Winter 2025: ​
*Snow removal was contracted to Johnson Land Works (local contractor) they are 
working with us to be on an on-call schedule to minimize expenses.  ​
 

●​ Spring 2025:​
*Annual Spring cleanup of grounds and lot was done.​
*A couple more sprinkler valves and sprinkler heads replaced​
*Lawn mowing on routine schedule as well as fertilizing​
*Sprinkler supply line behind church was repaired due to failure.​
 

●​ Fall 2025:​
*Fall ground cleanup day performed. Many trees and shrubs near the church were 
pruned up and   cut back to improve health as well as to give a buffer against the 
building. Also, a few hazard trees were cut down, turned to firewood and donated.​
*Installation process programable thermostats on remaining furnaces.  This is 
giving us more efficiency with our heating and cooling and saving money on our 
utility costs​
*Church garage was broken in to and a trimmer, gas can, and leaf blower were 
stolen.  We have new doors to install, and additional metal guarding is being built 
to go over these doors for added protection.​
-Security cameras have now been installed for outside perimeter surveillance 
 

●​ Winter 2025:​
*Winter snow removal is scheduled again with Johnson Land works ​
*Work started on updating lighting to LED in conjunction with PUD. 

Thank you to all the members of the church who help with the property committee. We know there 
are a lot of tasks that many of you do without being asked. We thank you all for all the help 
throughout the year. 
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Stewardship Committee Report​ ​ ​ ​  

As we start a new year, I am pleased to submit a report that reflects the faithful and generous 

financial support of the congregation for fiscal year 2025. As you know, a lull in late summer and 

fall giving put us behind our budget plan for the year. But strong end-of-year giving helped us 

finish strong and ahead of our giving budget goal, ending up at $217,034. That is $12,034 above 

budget allowing us to not dip into our reserve funds to balance the budget. When coupled with 

cost savings that we realized in various areas such as snow removal and interim housing expenses 

we are ending the year with a budget surplus. Praise God! I marvel at what the Lord has provided 

for our ministry through your generous response and support. 

In addition to the giving above, we also received designated funding of $550 for the furnace fund, 

$1,084 for the food bank fund, $3,300 for Second Harvest (not including other Second Harvest 

funding sources), $2,837 from yard sales, and $300 for the youth fund. And we ended the year 

receiving a large one-time gift to our memorial fund.  

I thought you might be interested to know the split between online giving and in-person giving. 

$24,000 (11%) came in via online methods with the remainder coming in the form of checks/cash. 

For 2026 we will continue our plan to cover the costs of our interim Pastor, guest speakers, and 

the ongoing needs of the Call Committee during the search for a full-time pastor. In response to 

the State of Washington’s 2.8% increase in the minimum wage that was effective as of January 1, 

2026, we are planning an increase to salaries by the new rate. Other expense line items were 

evaluated and adjusted by looking at actual spending patterns and potential increases in utility 

and insurance rates, and inflation. We are continuing a focus on cost savings and expense control 

which will allow us to keep anticipated expenses flat for 2026 compared to last year. 

On a personal note, let me say that it has been a pleasure to serve the congregation these past 3 

years as a member of the stewardship committee. As I come to the end of my term, I want to 

thank each of you for your faithful support and the encouragement you provided to me and 

others serving on the committee. It has been a joy to see how the Lord, working through this 

congregation, has enabled us to meet our operating expenses, continued to richly support those 

in need in the greater community around us, and to serve and share the love of Christ around the 

world. 

Respectfully submitted, Ken Brown 
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Worship and Music Committee Report 

Our committee meets semi-quarterly and plans for the next few months each time. Even with the 

planning, this committee would be nothing without our tireless musicians and volunteers. We 

would like to express a HUGE thank you to our accompanists: Debbie, Nancy and Millie. These 

ladies are truly talented and appreciated. Also, a thank you to our song leader and the choir 

under the direction of Millie. You are all amazing! 

People have taken on or continued in roles this year and should be recognized. Elaine Petersen 

(and David) have served as Alter Guild this year and also take care of decorating the Narthex and 

ordering any supplies for worship and communion. Carol Bourassa has faithfully called and made 

sure we have readers each Sunday. Sandy Ellersick takes care of calling and making sure we have 

ushers each Sunday. Dawn Morey bakes the communion loaves, and Hazel Bauer makes sure the 

fellowship hall is decorated each month. Josh takes care of the sound system and does so well. So 

many people have stepped forward this past year it is not possible to name them all. So, if you 

sang in the choir, sang the liturgy, ushered, read, served communion, ran the sound board, 

provided special music, or in any way added to the worship service. You are appreciated more 

than you know. 

American Lutheran Church, thank you for being the hands and feet of Christ working in the 

community. This committee values each of you. 

Respectively submitted, Hedy Mitchell (with Nancy Sauer and Millie Brumbaugh) 

 

 

 

 
Financial Secretary Report 

 
Between 01/01/2025 and 12/31/2025 
Category Name​ ​ ​ ​ Total 
General Offerings​ ​ ​ ​ 221,484.35  
Anna Circle Quilt/Food Bank​ ​ ​ 1084.00 
Building Maintenance​​ ​ ​ 550.00 
Second Harvest​ ​ ​ ​ 3300.00​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Music Fund / Carillon​ ​ ​ ​ 50.00 
Memorials​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 200,200.00 
Yard Sale​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2836.76 
Youth Fund​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 300.00 
Loose Cash​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 359.00 
 
Total for All Categories​ ​ ​ 430,164.11 
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Treasurer Report 
 
I doubt two years ago our Interim Pastor, Robert Albing, and his wife Mary Morrow, expected to 
guide us into January 2026! I know God is watching over us as we thrive and grow with the loving, 
humorous and firm guidance of Pastor Bob! Though the call process is active and continues, we 
are grateful that Pastor Bob and Mary are part of our family! 
 
Through thoughtful prayer and incredible generosity of our congregation we have met and 
exceeded our 2025 obligations and mission goals. The final numbers for 2025 are still being 
calculated but know that we are very blessed in your giving. The many busy hands that trim the 
tree, shovel the snow, clean the bathrooms, fill our sanctuary with beautiful music and…make that 
coffee, so many hard and diligent folks work behind the scenes to keep things humming. Our 
dedication to add and maintain a fifth Second Harvest Food Distribution comes at a time of 
increased need in our community. Our giving to our food banks through the yard and book sales, 
the collection of food and the giving through the sales of quilts made with talented hands all 
maintain our commitment to our missions. 
 
Though our friend, Steve Cawelti, passed almost 4 years ago, his gift to our Church in memoriam 
will remind us of this intelligent, quiet man who lived life in a way that respectfully left a small 
footprint on the land and wildlife around him that he so loved. He enjoyed with his whole heart his 
dog, music, theater and his church family. It will be our responsibility to honor his gift in a 
thoughtful, sustaining and financially healthy way in the coming years. In deep gratitude we 
receive his gift. 
 
A heartfelt thanks is in order to Sandy Duley, our bookkeeper, Lauretta Heaney, our Administrative 
Assistant and Financial Secretary, and to Ken Brown and David Grice, our Stewardship 
Committee. These folks keep it all working and moving forward as we strive to maintain safe and 
secure financial management of our giving, obligations and the missions that have grown more 
crucial to our community needs.  
 
It has been a privilege these past three years to serve as your treasurer and to work with the 
dedicated members of the Church Council and Call Committee. I know I am passing the baton to 
very capable hands and look forward to positive changes ahead. 
 
In God’s Grace, 
Kristi Bell 
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Anna’s Circle Report:   

 

Anna’s Circle meets the second Tuesday of every month for a Bible study and meeting. 

The other Tuesdays of the month we quilt. In our meetings we collect money for Quilting and 

World Relief. 

In 2025, we made 62 quilts for World Relief. We sold 24 quilts at $200 each. This gave a total of 

$1600 to give to the Newport, Priest River and Cusick Food Banks. Through our collecting at 

meetings, we were able to purchase from ELCA Gift Giving 2 combination gifts of 2 goats and 2 

flocks of chickens. We also purchased the Daily Bread devotionals for the church members. 

We are in the process of delivering 10 baby quilts to World Relief Spokane. 

This past year we have given 3 prayer shawls to people who need to be surrounded by love. 

We recently elected new officers: Liessa Thorson, president; Hedy Mitchell, vice- president; Sandy 

Ellersick, secretary; and Mary Upshaw, treasurer. 

We are all blessed to be a member of such a giving group of ladies. 

 

 

 

 
 

Nominating Committee Report  
Katie Kersting (VP), Jeff Bell, Marva Heckathorn, Cindy Phillips, Judy Bell 
 
Officers: President – Katie Kersting 
Vice President – Jeff Bell 
Secretary – Lauretta Heaney 
Treasurer – Renee Van Nort 
 
Committees: 
Education: ​ ​ ​ ​ Monica Jones, Kelli Youk, Nicole Seeber 
Fellowship: ​ ​ ​ ​ Sue Scobby, Theresa Watson, Emily Turner 
Missions/Social Concerns: ​ Debbie Buckley, Eloise Opp, Danny Litowitz 
Property/Maintenance: ​ ​ Jason Jones, Dennis Alliger, Greg Seeber 
Stewardship: ​ ​ ​ Pat Buckley, Gary Burgess, Val Urbat 
Worship/Music: ​ ​ ​ Millie Brumbaugh, Nancy Sauer, Marva Heckathorn 
 
2026 Nominating Committee: Jeff Bell (VP), Mary Bug-Smith, Judy Bell, Cindy 
Phillips, Annie Frederick 
 
Officers are elected for one-year terms. President and VP can serve two 
consecutive terms. Secretary and Treasurer positions do not have term limits. 
Committee members are elected for three-year terms and can serve two 
consecutive terms. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


