April & May
Newsletter
Spring has sprung. When I walk outside, the birds chatter their greetings. The snow is almost
gone and I know that even if it comes again now, it won’t last. The trees are beginning to bud and
the tulips and daffodils are pushing up through the dirt. With warmer days and sunshine,
something lifts inside me. After a long, long winter -- not necessarily with lots of snow, but lots of
isolation due to COVID -- it feels so good. Something in me...in all of us... is coming back to life.
And as more and more people get the vaccine - spending time with friends, giving hugs and even
going to church together becomes a possibility again. There’s a light at the end of this long dark
tunnel. Something in us is coming back to life. Things are being made new again. They aren’t
what they used to be...but they are new. Resurrected. Beautiful. Hopefully, we have a new
appreciation for so much that we took for granted.
I suppose we could be grumpy because things aren’t the way they always have been. It would be
easy to be grumpy because we’re still wearing masks in church….or because there’s no coffee
hour. But after this long COVID winter, it is good for us to be reminded that our time together is a
precious gift, whatever it may look like. Time to greet old friends and meet new friends (we are
welcoming 8 new members this spring!). Time to give thanks that God brings new life for all of
us, out of the ashes and the graves that have marked these past months. Yes, God makes
everything new. God makes our church new -- through new members and also through us, who
have been shaped and changed by persistent grace. God makes all things new. We are
different. We are continually changing. But God’s persistent grace has never wavered and we are
still as we have ever been -- the beautiful and broken body of Christ for the world.
Blessed Holy Week. Blessed Easter.
Blessed and Broken Pr. Janine

Sunday Morning Worship
9:30 - In person with Communion
11:00 - Online
We are going to change our worship times

starting on Palm Sunday - March 28th.
Masks are required for indoor worship, but
under the new guidelines, pastors will now
be able to remove them when speaking to
the congregation.
As some in our congregation are still not
vaccinated, please continue to be
respectful of distance from those who are
not in your Covid ‘pod’.

Mark your Calendars!
2nd Harvest Food Distributions for 2021

March 31
June 2
November 3
December 15

Palm Sunday

9:30 in person
11:00 online

Maundy Thursday 7 pm at UCC
In person
Good Friday

7 pm at ALC
In person & online

Easter Sunday

9:30 in person
11:00 online
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O God: Give me strength to live another day; Let me not turn coward before its difficulties or prove
recreant to its duties; Let me not lose faith in other people; Keep me sweet and sound of heart, in spite
of ingratitude, treachery, or meanness; Preserve me from minding little stings or giving them; Help
me to keep my heart clean, and to live so honestly and fearlessly that no outward failure can
dishearten me or take away the joy of conscious integrity; Open wide the eyes of my soul that I may
see good in all things; Grant me this day some new vision of they truth; Inspire me with the spirit of
joy and gladness; and make me the cup of strength to suffering souls; in the name of the strong
Deliverer, our only Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
--- Phillips Brooks (hymn writer of “O Little Town of Bethlehem)

