December 2020 - January 2021
Dear Friends -We prepare to begin our time of Advent, looking toward
Christmas and Epiphany. For those of you not familiar with
these “church” seasons, Advent is observed on the 4 Sundays
before Christmas. It is a time of “waiting”. But our waiting is
more than a child’s waiting for Santa’s gifts. Our waiting is
rather the cry of ‘O come, Emmanuel and ransom captive
Israel that mourns in lonely exile…” Our waiting is the waiting
of those who grieve and long for a world without pain...who
long for light in the darkness. Advent is the season of a church
family who has been deeply wounded by the apparent murder
of one son of our congregation at the hands of another. It is the season for those who know
the world is not right...and don’t know how to make it right. Advent is the season for all of us
who are exhausted from the hate and anger that too often seem to carry the day. Advent is the
season of waiting -- for answers. For justice. For peace. For hope. For Emmanuel….God with
us. During Advent we light candles defiantly against the darkness. Welcome to Advent.
Which will be followed by Christmas -- when Emmanuel is born, God with us. But not God
with us with a mighty army...not God who leads nations and wields a sword. No, God as a
baby. Fragile like us. With only the armor of love. Christmas comes… Love comes...God
comes t o us who wait. Where we are. As we are….fragile, weary, and anxious. And Jesus is
the light that shines in the darkness and that no darkness can overcome. Christmas is not
magic...it is resilience. It is a candle in the night. It is the promise that that darkness may
seem like it is impenetrable….but the flame of God’s love dispels it with every small flicker.
And God is with us and God will not abandon us.
And then Christmas is followed by Epiphany -- starting on January 6, the day we remember
the magi - the foreigners who followed a star to bring gifts to the baby Jesus - to recognize a
new king...or rather, a new k ind of king coming into the world. In the dreary days following
Christmas...may we look for the star that will help us recognize Jesus in our midst. May we
look for the lights flickering in the darkness that point the way to love -- that point the way to
a new way of living in the world. And may we tenuously or tenaciously (depending on the
day), trust that light...even as it brings us into a future that is not familiar, yet still is held by
God.

Peace to you these seasons of light in the darkness - Pastor Janine
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November 29th
Streaming online at 10am
Congratulations to
Anna Jones &
Colton Seeber

Covid-19 may have made a mess
of 2020…
but God is good, nonetheless, and
God’s grace is deep and
God’s faithfulness never ends.

We will have an annual
meeting in January...but it will
likely be a zoom meeting,
unless things have changed
significantly by that time. The
council will make a plan and
we will keep you informed!

Christmas Eve - 5:00 pm PST

Carols & Candles
Join us in the parking lot
5:00 pm - Sunday, December 20
for Christmas Carols
in the parking lot
on the longest night of the year.
Dress warmly!

Online Christmas Eve
Service - 7pm
Join us online for our
traditional candlelight
Christmas Eve service.
Light your candles & join us in
the warmth of your home.

On this Christmas Eve, when we cannot
gather in person, we invite you to join in
singing “Silent Night”,
a universal carol of hope in the darkness.
It has been a hard year, and on this
Christmas Eve, we invite people
everywhere to simply go outside,
wherever you are, and sing together this
carol of peace in the midst of a fractured
world.
The Christmas Truce of 1914
Starting on Christmas Eve, many German and
British troops fighting in World War I sang
Christmas carols to each other across the lines.
At the first light of dawn on Christmas Day,
some German soldiers emerged from their
trenches and approached the Allied lines
across no-man’s-land, calling out “Merry
Christmas” in their enemies’ native tongues. At
first, the Allied soldiers feared it was a trick,
but seeing the Germans unarmed they climbed
out of their trenches and shook hands with the
enemy soldiers. The men exchanged presents
of cigarettes and plum puddings and sang
carols and songs. Some Germans lit Christmas
trees around their trenches, and there was
even a documented case of soldiers from
opposing sides playing a good-natured game
of soccer. German Lieutenant Kurt Zehmisch
recalled: “How marvelously wonderful, yet how
strange it was. The English officers felt the
same way about it. Thus Christmas, the
celebration of Love, managed to bring mortal
enemies together as friends for a time.”
(from the HISTORY channel)
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